
CLEARWATER, FLORIDA,

USA — Do you have to

have multiple sessions

of MicroStation open

just to view multiple

design files? If so, then

Axiom’s latest brand-

new software release is

for you. DgnQuickPick
is a MicroStation add-

on that allows users to

have immediate access

to  mul t ip le  p ro jec t

design files in a single

session of MicroStation,

by only clicking on a tab

labeled with the file’s

name. DgnQuickPick
reduces design time and

frustration for all those

users who need access

to more than one design

file at a time.

One time-consuming

aspect of working with

multiple project files is

searching for the file you

need amidst a sea of

files, folders and servers.

Typically, if a Micro-

Station user wants to

open a design file during

their current session, he

would carry out the fol-

lowing sequence: 1. Go

to the File menu. 2.

Se l ec t  t he  “Open”

option. 3. Browse to the

file they wish to open.

4. Click the <OK> but-

ton. This operation takes

a user out of the active

file and into a new file.

Some  ma y  s a y,

“Wha t  a bou t  t he

recently-viewed list in

the File menu?” The ten

most recently-opened

design files are available

there, but users often

need to go further back.

Furthermore, the buffer

that displays the list of

recently-viewed files is

completey cleared every

time you exit MicroSta-

tion.

DgnQuickPick allows

users to easily have

access to any number of

design files in a single

session of MicroStation.

This saves time, reduces

frustration and eliminates

the need for workarounds.

This feels familiar…
DgnQuickPick borrows

the tab functionality

from the immensely

popular Firefox web

browser. With Firefox,

links can be opened as

separate tabs in one win-

dow, rather than in mul-

tiple browser windows.

Users can jump from

More tools for V8

New software allows for hav-
ing access to multiple files in
a single MicroStation session.
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EXTON, PENNSYLVANIA,

USA — In 2006 you

have your choice of

hemispheres to attend

the Bentley Empowered

(BE) Conference. In

2006, the BE Conference

will be held in Charlotte,

North Carolina on 21–25

May 2006 and the BE

Conference Europe will

be in Prague, Czech

Republic on 11–15 June

2006.

Regardless of loca-

tion, the agenda for the

2006 BE Conference is

focused on training and

strategic planning ses-

sions, networking with

fellow MicroStation

users and a maiden look

at the upcoming batch of

Bentley and MicroSta-

tion software.

Bentley Executives

will present a line-up of

keynote speeches on the

corporate plan as well as

information on the lat-

est releases of Micro-

Station and ProjectWise.

There will also be repre-

sentatives from third

party vendors — such as

Axiom — present to

exhibit new technologies

that enhance the ability

of MicroStation users to

increase profitability and

productivity even fur-

ther.

All this and the BE
is even fun!
In the midst of the 350

“skill upgrade” sessions

and over 100 strategic

planning sessions there

will also be “just the

right amount” of enter-

t a i nmen t .  The  BE

Awards Gala presents

awards for both profes-

sional and educational

achievements in the

civil, plant, building and

geospatial markets for

exempla ry  f ea t s  i n

improving the world

around us. In addition,

Bentley holds the “Bent-

ley Unplugged” dinner

— a casual party with

live music, great food, a

bevy of beverages and

featuring presentations

by MicroStation gurus.

Also, there are network-

ing opportunities in the

vendor exhibit  hall .

These give attendees the

chance to network with

fellow associates beyond

the initial meeting at the

welcome reception while

they check out all the

vendors and their solu-

tions.

The BE Conference

in Charlotte, North Car-

olina will be held at the

Charlotte Convention

Center located at 501

South College Street.

The location of the BE

Conference Europe will

be the Hilton Prague,

Czech Republic.

Past BE attendees

have reported a 99% sat-

isfaction rating, so be

sure to browse the Web

site at www.be.org to

find out more about the

BE Conference. See you

there! MST

The BE Conferences — Two are better than one!

Prague, Czech Republic (top) and Charlotte Con-
vention Center, North Carolina (bottom) are the sites
for this year’s BE Conferences.

Global File Changer is Axiom’s tool for making global

changes to multiple design files. In addition to pro-

viding a flexible framework from which users can

execute almost any imaginable task operation on multiple

design files, Global File Changer contains its own arsenal of

custom commands. These custom commands, built from years

of feedback from MicroStation users of all types, cover a

wide variety of important tasks, from counting cells in design

files to unparalleled control over text and cell replacement.

Today I will provide you with an introduction to global text

replacement using Global File Changer.

The scenario: We have text in hundreds of files that we

need to change and doing it one file at a time is not an option

(as it would take you weeks). We need to replace every

instance of “Abbey Rd” with “Abbey Road”.

Should you panic? Not if you have Global File Changer
(part of MicroStation Productivity Toolkit)! Here is how it’s

done:

1) Create a design file. Place a text element in this file say-

ing: “Abbey rd needs to be spelled out and capitalized.”

(Notice that “rd” is intentionally miscapitalized.)

2) Start Global File Changer from your Axiom menu inside

MicroStation.

Note: If this were a real text replacement job being run on

real project files, you would need to make a list of the files

to process. Global File Changer makes this easy. However,

we will just be running on the active file today. If you look

at the “Design Files:” field, you will see that Global File
Changer is already pointing at your active file.

3) In Global File Changer, choose Custom | Modify text…

Tip: If you want to process text in cells (not just simple text

elements) put a check in the “Text in cells” checkbox.

Today’s example does not include text in cells but this is

an important option.

4) Choose the “Replace Text” tab.

5) In the “Search String” field, enter “Abbey Rd”

6) In the “Replacement String” field, enter “Abbey Road”.

7) Press <Add>.

8) Press <OK>. You will be prompted to save your settings

to a “Modify Text File”. This file will contain the settings

you have chosen so you can re-use them in the future.

Saving these settings to a file is mandatory.

9) Choose a name for your Modify Text File and press <OK>.

I will use “abbey_rd”. It is not necessary to specify a file

extension — an extension of “.txt” will be added to your

file automatically.

10) You will be returned to the main Global File Changer dia-

log box.

Notice that the “Keyins:” field now says something like

#Axiom Modify Text c:\program
files\axiom\v8\abbey_rd.txt
This is the command that will cause Global File Changer
to perform your text replacement.

11) Press <Start>. If all goes well, you will be presented with

a box like this:

Press <OK>.

12) Now look at your design file. The text element you placed

earlier should now say: “Abbey Road needs to be spelled

out and capitalized.”

Congratulations, you’ve successfully made a text modifi-

cation with Global File Changer. If you had been running a

real-world text replacement on project design files, it would

have been just as easy to have Global File Changer change a

whole list of design files.

Call now!
This is just about the simplest possible text replacement

Global File Changer can perform. If you have a text replace-

ment job you want to run on multiple design files, call Axiom’s

Support department at 1-727-442-7774. They’ll be glad to show

you exactly how Global File Changer can help. For more infor-

mation on Global File Changer, contact an Axiom Micro-

Station Consultant through the number above or e-mail

9455@AxiomInt.com. MST

Global text replacement made easy.
How-to article by Eiren Smith,

Axiom Product Manager

Train on

GEOPAK
from your desk!

For the first time ever, you can train on

GEOPAK on your own schedule without

needing access to a copy of GEOPAK.

For more information on Axiom’s

GEOPAK training libraries, contact an

Axiom MicroStation Consultant by

phone at 1-727-442-7774 extension 9458

or by e-mail at 9458@AxiomInt.com. 



ensuring all elements

have standard symbol-

ogy. SpecMonitor for V8
can help save you time

and money.

Compare design files
with DgnCompare
for V8
“DgnCompare is a use-

fu l  u t i l i t y.  When  I

needed to compare a

very old drawing with a

newer version of it, all I

had to do see the differ-

ence between the two

was to look at the design

file report that Dgn-
Compare gave me. Dgn-
Compare has  made

MicroStation a lot easier

to use.” J. Louallen,

Champion International

Corp

You are sitting there

looking at two Micro-

Station design files with

the same name. They are

both about six months

old. You know one of

t he  f i l e s  ha s  been

changed, but what are

the differences? Did

someone make changes

for a later project? Did

you put the second set

of changes in the correct

file? The solution: Dgn-
Compare for V8.

Unlike MicroStation

V8’s Design History,

DgnCompare allows

use r s  t o  check  fo r

changes between two

separate design files, not

just changes made to the

active design file.

For each design file

processed, DgnCompare
generates a graphical

report design file show-

ing the deleted, added

and modified elements.

There is also an option

to generate a text report

of the differences.

With the expanding

use of wide area net-

works  (WANs)  and

many companies having

several branch offices,

it is common to share

files across several sites

and to have different

revisions. It is easy for

the files to become out

of sync. DgnCompare
will quickly show the

differences between ver-

sions of the same file.

Remove duplicate
and near-duplicate
elements with
Duplicate Element
Remover for V8!
“Sometimes when a file

ge t s  conve r t ed ,  i t

becomes loaded up with

duplicate elements on

top of themselves. We

can then easily clean

those out by running

Dupl i ca t e  E lemen t
Remover, shrinking a

converted file to a quar-

ter of its original size.” J.

Matu la ,  The  Smi th

Group

The third addition to

the MicroStation Pro-
ductivity Toolkit for V8
is Duplicate Element
Remover for V8. Dupli-

cate MicroStation ele-

ments are a bigger prob-

lem than most Micro-

Station experts realize.

Time is wasted when

you have to stop and fig-

ure out why elements

aren’t moved or deleted

when they should have

been. Plots may show

heavy lines when it

should be a thin line. If

someone does a fence

copy but hits an extra

data point, it can cause

hundreds of duplicate

elements — without the

user knowing. Once the

user closes the file, the

undo buffer gets cleared

and all duplicates must

be cleaned up manu-

ally… unless you have

Dupl i ca t e  E lemen t
Remover for V8.

Duplicate Element
Remover for V8 gives

you a choice of using

batch mode or interac-

tive mode. In batch

mode, if you choose to

remove all the duplicate

elements in a set of

design files, say *.dgn, it

wi l l  remove al l  the

duplicates (and near

duplicates) in those

design files with no fur-

ther human intervention.

In interactive mode,

Dupl i ca t e  E lemen t
Remover for V8 zooms

in on each duplicate ele-

ment, letting you decide

to delete (or not delete)

each duplicate one at a

time. Check a couple of

files and turn it loose.

To increase the user’s

control, Duplicate Ele-
ment Remover for V8
even has several options

to let users define crite-

ria that must be satisfied

for an element to be con-

sidered a duplicate. For

example, you can set a

tolerance that lets you

find line segments that

have almost, but not

quite exactly the same

vertices.

Manual detection of

duplicate elements is

time-consuming and

tedious, that was before

Dupl i ca t e  E lemen t
Remover for V8!

Call now!
For more information on

MicroStation Productiv-

i t y  Too l k i t  f o r  V8
con t ac t  a n  A x iom

MicroStation Consultant

today!  Ca l l  1 -727-

442- 7774 extension

9 4 5 6 , e - m a i l

9456@AxiomInt.com or

visit Axiom on the Web

at www.AxiomInt.com

now! MST
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Question: How do I plot the full path loca-
tion of the design file being plotted on plots
produced by MicroStation J?
Answer: By enabling the “Plot Border” option in

the Plot Options dialog box. Here is how you do it:

1) Open the “Plot” dialog box by selecting

“Print/Plot” from the File menu or by pressing

<Ctrl+P> on your keyboard.

2) Select “Options” from the Setup menu.

3) Click on the checkbox next to the “Plot Border”

option and click <OK>.

There you go! This plots the full path and the

date and time the plot was created on the bottom left

corner of your paper.

Send us your MicroStation tips!
Send us your favorite MicroStation tip to mst-

tips@AxiomInt.com. We will give you full credit

for the tip and your peers will look at you with the

reverence a MicroStation guru rightly deserves!
MST

MicroStation Tip Corner
How to include the full path of the design file in plots

New Toolkit for V8 additions increase
value of popular software bundle.
Continued from page 1

DgnCompare for V8’s Interactive Mode dialog box

1995 — Toolkit is born.

1998 — RefWriter and DgnCompare added.

1999 — Microsoft Office Importer and Dupli-
cate Element Remover are added.

2000 — RefFence is added.

2003 — Toolkit for V8 is released. Rename-
Plus is added (V7 only).

2005 — SpecMonitor is added.

2006 — Toolkit for V8 grows with the release
of DgnCompare for V8, Duplicate Element
Remover for V8 and SpecMonitor for V8.

A Brief History of
MicroStation Productivity Toolkit
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COLLINSVILLE, ILLINOIS, USA — This month MicroStation
Today had the chance to catch up with Marcus McConachie,

the Engineering Applications Specialist for the Illinois Depart-

ment of Transportation. Not only did we find out that Marcus

has a lot of love for his family and the St. Louis Cardinals, but

that he also has quite an affinity for Axiom utilities.

MicroStation Today: Please tell us about your back-
ground and your career in the CAD industry.
Marcus: I first started using CAD in 1996 when I attended

John A. Logan College in Carterville, Illinois. The first CAD

software we used there was AutoCAD version 11 and then we

upgraded to AutoCAD 14 after my first year. After graduat-

ing in May 1998 with an Associates Degree in CAD, I started

working for a civil engineering/surveying firm called J.T.

Blankenship & Associates in Murphysboro, Illinois. The two

biggest problems with this new job were 1) they used a pro-

gram called MicroStation, which I had never seen before and

2) my background was in industrial technology, not civil engi-

neering. Thankfully, everything worked out because I really

liked using MicroStation over AutoCAD and I also enjoyed

the civil engineering field. Though I was mainly a CAD

draftsman, I also operated the computer onboard our hydro-

graphic surveying boat. Most of the surveying occurred on the

Mississippi River for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Even though I really enjoyed my employment there, I wanted

to move a little closer to the St. Louis area, where I would be

closer to family and friends (and closer to the St. Louis Car-

dinals).

I started with the Illinois Department of Transportation in

Collinsville, Illinois as a CAD draftsman in 2000. In 2002, I

received a new position in the IT department, as the Engi-

neering Applications Specialist. I still hold this position today

and the main focus of my job is to provide CAD assistance and

training to Illinois Department of Transportation CAD users.

I assist with the training and provide day-to-day support for

all types of CAD issues and other engineering application soft-

ware. The best part of my job is when I finally figure out “what

the problem is”.

MST: Which Axiom products do you use?
Marcus: FileFixer and Microsoft Office Importer. We use

FileFixer all the time at Illinois Department of Transportation

and also use Microsoft Office Importer quite a bit too. We really

enjoy both those products. We have also used RefManager and

SpecChecker a little bit and look to possibly use them more

in the future.

MST: How has FileFixer helped your work?
Marcus: FileFixer was especially helpful when we converted

from MicroStation J to V8. We had to ensure that all our V7

design files were free of corruption before migrating. FileFixer
has saved priceless design file information and invaluable

work time for our users and CAD administrators over the

years.

MST: What are some of your major accomplish-
ments?
Marcus: I just got married a little over a year ago to my

beautiful wife, Becky, and we recently just moved into our new

— and first — house in Waterloo, Illinois about 25 miles

from St. Louis. We really enjoy attending sporting events (St.

Louis Cardinals) and I also love watching sports at home

(mostly the St. Louis Cardinals). Besides getting my wife to

marry me, my biggest accomplishment is having the oppor-

tunity to work with CAD, doing something I enjoy and not hat-

ing coming to work everyday.

MST: So, it’s safe to say you are a fan of baseball and
the Cardinals?
Marcus: Baseball has always been my favorite sport and

watching the Cardinals is a family tradition around here. In

addition to the other St. Louis teams, like the Rams (football)

and the Blues (hockey), I am also a big Notre Dame football

fan [Editor’s note: the University of Notre Dame is located in

Notre Dame, Indiana and was founded in 1842]. Our biggest

hobby, besides watching sports, is just hanging out with our

family and friends. We have lots of family in the area so there

is rarely a weekend that we do not have something to do.

MST: Thanks, Marcus!
Marcus: Go Cards!

Call now!
For more information on FileFixer and Microsoft Office
Importer contact an Axiom MicroStation Consultant today! Call

1-727-442-7774 extension 9453, e-mail 9453@AxiomInt.com

or visit Axiom on the Web at www.AxiomInt.com now! MST

Illinois Department of Transportation
and Axiom knock one out of the park.

Marcus McConachie, Engineering Applications Specialist for
Illinois Department of Transportation, ready for a Cardinals
game.

one website to another

and never worry about

closing, or opening, a

browser window. Apply

this concept to the Micro-

Station design environ-

ment, and that is the

essence of DgnQuick-
Pick.

The list of design files

(tabs) is displayed in a

dockable toolbar. If a

user wants to open a par-

ticular file, all he has to

do is click on a tab and

the file is opened.

Features
DgnQuickPick tab names

are automatically gener-

ated based on the file-

name. Also, DgnQuick-
Pick utilizes a color-cod-

ing system to indicate

characteristics of the files

in a list. The active file is

always displayed in

green. Blue means that

file is referenced to the

active file. Black names

are merely additional

files in the list. “Read-

only” files and files that

are being used by another

user are displayed in red.

Once a  “red f i le” is

closed or write-enabled,

its color in the tab list is

immediately changed to

one of the other above-

mentioned color choices.

Files can be added to a

list using several different

methods. One method

lets a user easily create a

tabbed list of all the

design files in a single

project directory. Other

methods for adding files

include a “by element”

option where a user can

add a file to the tab list by

clicking on any element

in that file — for exam-

ple an element in a dis-

played reference file. To

activate this feature, all

the user has to do is click

on the <Add Tab> but-

ton and select the “By

Element” option. To

remove a file from the

tab list, just click on the

<Remove Tab> button in

the Remove Tabs dialog

(second icon from the

left) and click on the tab

you want to remove.

Currently, DgnQuick-
Pick supports DGN files

and DWG files (in the

V8 version).

Attach a reference in
one click!
DgnQuickPick has addi-

tional functionality not

directly related to open-

ing files quickly. For

example, files within a

list can easily be attached

to the active file as a ref-

erence file. This way, if

users need to attach a ref-

erence file quickly they

can bypass the custom-

ary File |  Reference

method of attaching a

reference.

DgnQuickPick users

can also automatically

execute MicroStation

key-in commands a file is

opened. If the user wants

to perform a single key-

in or multiple key-ins on

a file when it is opened,

all the user has to do is

specify the key-in com-

mands and DgnQuick-
Pick will automatically

carry out the commands

on the file.

What users say
“With DgnQuickPick I

am able to have multiple

drawings open at the

sa me  t ime  a nd  t a b

between them,” stated

RaChelle Schiller, Xcel

Energy. “If one of the

drawings contained on

the tab was referenced to

another drawing on the

tab, the changes are

updated automatically

which eliminates the

need to reload the refer-

ence. [DgnQuickPick]
has increased my pro-

ductivity. This program

is a hit!”

Change is coming!
DgnQuickPick simplifies

a task that is done many

times throughout the day

at any CAD shop. Rather

than laboriously brows-

ing and scrolling to find

and select needed files,

DgnQuickPick gives

MicroStation users the

ability to access their

project design files with

just one click.

Call now!
For more information on

DgnQuickPick contact an

Axiom MicroStation

Consultant today! Call

1-727-442-7774 exten-

s ion  9454 ,  e -mai l

9454@AxiomInt.com or

visit Axiom on the Web at

www.AxiomInt .com

now! MST

New Axiom software, DgnQuickPick
Continued from page 1

Use this dialog box to create tabs for additional design files.

Use this dialog box to remove tabs from the tab list.


